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objection. Of the existing voluntary schools, far more had
been organised by the Church of England than by the Non-
conformist bodies, and the latter strongly objected to large sums
of public money being used to propagate doctrines in which
they did not believe. These Nonconformists were among the
chief supporters of the Liberal party, and the Government could
not afford to offend them. So bitter was the opposition that at
one time it seemed as if the measure would have to be dropped
altogether; but Forster contrived at last to frame a Bill which
satisfied a majority of the members. By the Education Act
(1870) the Voluntary Societies were given another year in which
to build schools of their own. After that the Government would
build schools wherever none existed, placing these under the
control of locally elected " Boards." All these " Public Ele-
mentary Schools " were to receive Government grants, and the
Board Schools were to draw the rest of their income fr om local
" Education Rates."
There remained the tasks of drawing up courses of instruction,
providing for the training of teachers, arranging for the building
of hundreds of new schools, and appointing inspectors to see
that they were conducted efficiently. Into all this Forster threw
himself with such zeal that within a few years the Government
was able to make elementary education compulsory for all
children up to the age of fourteen.
§ 309. cardwell's reform of the army.—Meanwhile a
whole series of drastic reforms were being carried through in the
organisation of the Army. The Crimean War (§ 294) and the
Indian Mutiny had disclosed the fact that our military system
-was badly out of date; and the lesson had been driven home by
the startling success of the Prussian army in the wars against
Austria (1866) and France (1870). One notable difference
between the Prussian and British armies was in length of
service. In the Prussian army, soldiers were trained for two or
three years and then sent back to civil life (where they increased
the national wealth instead of being a drain upon it), to be called

